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Protecting Roadless Areas

As one of the first congressional supporters of the Roadless Areas Conservation Rule promulgated by the Clinton Administration, I have been particularly disturbed by the current administration's efforts to weaken its protections. As originally promulgated, the rule prohibits most road construction and reconstruction in 58.5 million acres of inventoried roadless areas, including Alaska's Tongass National Forest. Soon after taking office, the administration implemented interim rules for roadless areas that deleted the mandatory protections of the original rule. 

On May 5, 2005, the Bush Administration announced a new Roadless Rule that replaces the Forest Service's Roadless Area Conservation Rule of 2001 in its entirety and substitutes it with a state petition process.  Under the new rule, governors have 18 months to petition the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to protect inventoried roadless areas on national forests in their states.  An advisory committee will have 90 days to review each petition submitted by the states and then the Secretary of Agriculture will have 6 months to accept or decline the petition.  If the petition is accepted, USDA and the state will cooperate in a state-specific rulemaking that would be subject to public review and National Environmental Policy Act analysis.  If the state fails to petition USDA or if an application is rejected, roadless areas would be subject to the management plans of each forest.  Some of those plans allow for long-range development of logging and mining.

U.S. Representative David Price


4th District of North Carolina








