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Avian Influenza
I am gravely concerned about the potential health and economic effects that a bird flu epidemic could have, in North Carolina and around the world. The federal government has recognized this threat and begun to invest significant resources in addressing a possible epidemic, but much more needs to be done.

If a flu pandemic were to occur in the next several years, the federal response would be affected by the limited availability of a vaccine and drugs used to treat severe flu infections, by intellectual property and patent issues, and by the general lack of surge capacity within our health care system
Because it is critical for the federal government to be able to respond to a potential influenza outbreak, I am a cosponsor of the Pandemic Preparedness and Response Act, H.R. 4062, which would increase vaccine production capacity by creating a guaranteed market for avian and seasonal flu vaccine through a federal buyback program.  In addition, the bill would require the procurement of antivirals to cover a minimum of 50 percent of the population; expand research at the National Institutes of Health on seasonal and pandemic flu vaccines and treatments; create a Director of Pandemic Preparedness and Response within the Executive Office of the President to coordinate the federal interagency preparation for and response to a pandemic; and expand and coordinate state and local preparedness activities.
On November 1, 2005, the Bush Administration released a "National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza."  The strategy lays out goals of stopping, slowing or otherwise limiting the spread of a pandemic and mitigating its impact on the economy and the functioning of society through detection, communication, surveillance, response and containment.  More information on federal efforts to prepare for pandemic and avian flu is available at http://www.pandemicflu.gov.
In November, President Bush requested $7.1 billion in emergency spending to support enhanced domestic and international planning and surveillance activities; purchase stockpiles of vaccines and antiviral drugs; accelerate the development of new vaccine technologies; and improve federal, state and local preparedness efforts.  As part of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 Defense Appropriations bill, the House and Senate recently approved $3.8 billion for pandemic flu preparedness, including $350 million to upgrade state and local response capacity; $241 million to fund international activities, disease surveillance, vaccine registries, research, and clinical trials; and $50 million to increase laboratory capacity through the Centers for Disease Control.
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