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Transportation Alternatives

I believe mass transit will be particularly important for Triangle area residents in the coming years.  In the case of the major commuter routes into Research Triangle Park, we are simply running out of right-of-way to widen roads.  In order to maintain our quality of life and the quality of our environment and keep pace with economic development in the region, we must develop a multi-modal transportation infrastructure.

Mass Transit

Roads can only take us so far; ultimately, the Triangle needs a truly multi-modal transportation infrastructure.  I've been working for several years with the Triangle Transit Authority (TTA) to obtain federal funding for commuter rail service in our area.  The system would function much like an above-ground metro, linking Chapel Hill, Durham and Raleigh.  Constructing such a system is a major undertaking, but TTA is now finalizing the environmental impact statement that is a precursor to signing a full funding grant agreement with the Federal Transit Administration.  Completion of this initiative will continue to be one of my top priorities in Congress.

Trails and Cycling

I agree that bicycling has many benefits, both for recreation and transportation.  Bicycling can help reduce traffic congestion, alleviate air quality problems, conserve energy, and improve public health.  The federal government should take steps to encourage bicycle transit and facilitate funding of the necessary non-motorized transportation infrastructure.
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