[image: image1.png]



The US Occupation and Reconstruction Effort

While the U.S. occupation and reconstruction effort has not yet achieved the stability and support that a fledgling democracy will require, both Iraq and the U.S. will benefit from Iraqi self-determination. As you know, the interim Iraqi government, led by Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, was announced on June 1. On June 28, the Iraqi government assumed what President Bush has called "full sovereignty," though the definition of "full" remains the central focus of debate in the U.N. Security Council. 

In the meantime, Congress must call the Administration to account and move our policy in Iraq and the entire Middle East on a more positive and promising course. As part of such a mid-course correction, I, along with Rep. Rosa DeLauro, have introduced a resolution that would apply to the postwar reconstruction effort the lessons of the Marshall Plan, the post World War II plan that mandated international cooperation and defined the funding, timeline, and scope of the war recovery effort. The DeLauro/Price resolution would encourage the shifting of construction contracts from large multinational firms that charge top dollar and do little to help build the Iraqi economy.
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