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Funding For Veterans’ Research and Health Care

Research

I have been fighting to increase funding for the VA Medical and Prosthetic Research program for many years.  It is critical that biomedical research remain one of our top priorities in Fiscal Year (FY) 2005.

Unfortunately, the President's FY 2005 budget would cut funding for the VA Medical and Prosthetic Research Program by $20 million.  I am extremely disappointed that the House version of the FY 2005 Veterans Affairs, Housing and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies (VA-HUD) Appropriations bill maintains the President's request.  I know that we can do better.  I am hopeful that the Senate version of the VA-HUD bill will increase our commitment to these important research endeavors, and I will be working to retain the highest possible funding level in conference.

Health Care

I believe the government has a responsibility to ensure all military retirees have high quality health care coverage.  In order to keep morale high among those who wear the uniform today, we must keep our commitment to those who made military service their career.  I am concerned that more than 235,000 veterans are currently waiting six months or more for initial appointments, and many veterans report that they are waiting two years just to be seen by a doctor in certain parts of the country.

The President's Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 budget requests $26.6 billion for veterans medical care, an increase of only $708 million over the FY 2004 level.  This level of commitment is simply not enough to keep pace with hospital inflation or the growth in the number of veterans enrolled.  The House Veterans Affairs Committee has estimated that the VA needs an additional $2.5 billion in order to maintain a current services budget.  The Republican budget passed by the House on May 19, 2004 would provide an increase over the President's request, but it is still $1.3 billion less than is needed for these vital veterans health care programs.  I voted against the budget for this and other reasons.

I have recently conveyed my support for funding these items at the levels recommended by the House Veterans Affairs Committee, and I will continue pressing for the needed increase as the FY 2005 appropriations cycle moves forward.
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