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Enacting A Sound Energy Plan

Completion of comprehensive energy legislation has been stalled since the end of last year. 

In April 2003, the House passed the Energy Policy Act, H.R. 6, legislation largely based on the administration's energy proposals. I voted against H.R. 6 because it fails to strike an acceptable balance between increased energy production and the need to promote conservation and renewable energy development. 

The Senate version of the bill was marginally more friendly toward alternative and renewable energy sources, and I had hoped that conferees appointed to resolve the differences between the bills would produce a more balanced final product. Unfortunately, they did not. The conference agreement provides enormous subsidies for the oil and gas industries, does little to reduce U.S. dependency on foreign oil, and fails to adequately support the development of renewable energy. As a result, I voted against the final bill when it came before the House. Action has since been stalled in the Senate, which has been unable to pass the conference agreement because of its inclusion by House Republican leaders of liability protections for makers of MTBE, a gasoline additive that has contaminated groundwater around the country. 
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