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Education Funding

Given that education is primarily the responsibility of states and local governments, currently less than two cents of every federal budget dollar goes to K-12 programs at the Department of Education.  However, I understand that state budget deficits, record-high student enrollments, a critical shortage of qualified teachers, a growing proportion of students with special needs, fast-changing educational technology, and demands for school modernization and new construction are putting a severe strain on the ability of states to provide the resources necessary to expand opportunities for high quality education to all students.

I am concerned that President Bush's budget requests have not included adequate funding for many of the education programs that are the responsibility of the federal government.  In fact, the Administration's Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 budget includes an increase of only $448 million for the programs established by No Child Left Behind, but this is still $9.4 billion below the authorized level.  As a member of the Appropriations Committee, I will continue fighting to provide the resources that states and local school districts need to offer the level of education that all of our students deserve.
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