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Weapons of Mass Destruction

Over the last several months, both the House and Senate Intelligence Committees have conducted hearings into the Administration's possible misuses of intelligence in building the case for an invasion of Iraq. In January, US Chief Weapons Inspector David Kay resigned his position as head of the Iraq Survey Group (ISG), citing a lack of resources to continue the job. He subsequently testified before the Senate Armed Services Committee about intelligence failures that led officials to incorrectly conclude that Saddam Hussein possessed large stockpiles of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) before the U.S.-led invasion. Kay told the senators that while earlier intelligence indicated Iraq possessed banned weapons, the inspections had not produced any evidence of them. 

Following Kay's testimony, several committee members called for an independent investigation into the Bush Administration's claims that Iraq harbored WMD. In February, President Bush announced a nine-member bipartisan commission to conduct a yearlong review of U.S. intelligence gathering, particularly about Iraq. The President said that he had ordered all departments of the Administration to assist the commission in its work and said that the commission would have access to the complete reports of the ISG. The commission, which must issue its findings by March 31, 2005, also will look at intelligence on the threats posed by Afghanistan and Libya, as well as Iran and North Korea.

I have been willing, up to a point, to give the committee process a chance to work, but the limitations of the process and the ISG failure point to the need for a credible, independent inquiry, expeditiously undertaken. The commission may provide an appropriate investigating venue, although it is hard to put too much stock in an effort which has limited support from the Administration. I'm particularly unhappy with the March 2005 reporting date, and I and like-minded members will be pressing to move it up. 
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