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Extending Unemployment Benefits To Laid-Off Workers

Our local economy has rebounded somewhat in recent months, but some persistent problems remain.  Many people who have found jobs after an extended search are making less than they were a few years ago (News & Observer article).  In August, I visited the Cary Employment Security Commission and spoke personally with people who have struggled with long-term unemployment.  For many, unemployment benefits have expired long before they have been able to find another job.

I am outraged that the Republican leadership in Congress has consistently refused to extend the federal Temporary Extended Unemployment Compensation (TEUC) program to provide additional assistance to those who have already exhausted their benefits.  TEUC, which provides an additional 13 weeks of unemployment benefits to workers who have exhausted their 26 weeks of state benefits, expired at the end of last year.  Because the TEUC program has not been extended, a record 2 million unemployed workers who exhausted their regular unemployment benefits have been cut off from further assistance.  In North Carolina, that number is the highest on record -- 68,000 people have exhausted benefits between December 2003 and June 2004.

I have cosponsored legislation to continue the TEUC program, to expand regular Unemployment Compensation (UC) benefit eligibility for part-time and low-wage workers, and to provide additional assistance for those who have exhausted their 13 weeks of TEUC benefits.
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