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Stem Cell Research

I am a cosponsor of H.R. 4682, the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act.  

I believe the promise of medical breakthroughs that could help treat and cure diseases such as cancer, Parkinson's, and diabetes provides a morally compelling argument in favor of stem cell research, assuming safeguards remain in place against trafficking in fetal cells and against reproductive cloning.  

On August 23, 2000, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) issued final rules that allow research utilizing stem cells under carefully controlled conditions.  However, President Bush's announced policy of August 9, 2001, limits federal funding only to existing embryonic stem cells.  NIH initially identified the existence of 64 such lines, 20 of which were located in U.S. laboratories.  At this time, however, only 19 lines are available for research with federal funding, and an unpublished NIH report predicts that no more than 23 lines will ever be appropriate for research.

I believe that the President's approach represents an attempt to "split the difference" politically and lacks scientific or moral grounding.  H.R. 4682 would require the Secretary of Health and Human Services to conduct, support or fund research on stem cells that have been derived from embryos in accordance with guidelines established by the NIH.  This legislation has been referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce; hearings have not yet been scheduled.  I will continue working for enactment of this legislation in the 108th Congress, so that scientists may tap this essential and potentially life saving research.
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