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Legislation To Correct Voting Flaws

The Help America Vote Act

To address the concern with verifiable voting, I have cosponsored HR 2239, which would amend the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) to require the use of voting systems capable of producing a paper record in all federal elections. These systems would have to be installed in time for the federal election in November 2004. HR 2239 also would require that electronic voting systems be provided for persons with disabilities by January 1, 2006, one year earlier than currently required by HAVA, and would mandate surprise recounts in 0.5% of domestic and overseas jurisdictions. I am committed to continuing to work with Rep. Holt to move this legislation forward and to ensure that it adequately addresses concerns with these new electronic voting machines that will increasingly be in use. 


The Protect American Voters Act

In addition, I have introduced HR 4250, the Protect American Voters Act, to address another significant need in election reform. As many Americans know, the 2000 presidential election was decided by a mere 547 votes in Florida. A number of factors contributed to the close margin. Something that could have easily changed the outcome, however, was that just a few weeks before the election, over half of Florida precincts purged their voter rolls of supposed felons. After the election, it became clear that thousands of Floridians had been wrongly removed from the rolls and that the majority of those mistakenly removed were minority voters. This travesty occurred because of a loophole in the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) that allows states to purge felons and the mentally incompetent from the voter rolls without following NVRA notification and appeal guidelines. The result is that eligible Americans can be denied their constitutional right to vote. 

The Protect American Voters Act, which is based largely on North Carolina's successful voter notification laws, would establish basic protections to ensure that people who are incorrectly listed for removal are not denied their constitutional right to vote. My bill would require states to notify individuals who are being removed from the voter rolls; allow voters to appeal their removal; rule on appeals within 10 days; and provide provisional ballots to voters with appeals still pending at the time of the election. My bill received an unusual 23 original cosponsors, and I am working with my colleagues to see that action is taken on this important piece of legislation before the 2004 elections. 

I am hopeful that the House will take up HR 2239 and HR 4250 or allow them to be appended to another piece of legislation so that we can get these important fixes in place before the November election. The stakes are too high to allow for another contested presidential election. 
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