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IDEA Reauthorization

In 1975, the federal government opened the doors of learning to millions of children by approving the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), mandating that children with special education needs have access to the same public school education that every other young American enjoys.  Last April, the House passed H.R. 1350, the Improving Education Results for Children with Disabilities Act, to reauthorize and modify this landmark legislation.  While this bill focuses on early help for struggling students and better identification of learning disabilities, I am concerned that H.R. 1350 would change current law as it relates to disciplining children with disabilities, the structure of Individualized Education Programs, the procedures for handling complaints, and fails to provide full funding for IDEA.

On May 13, 2004, the Senate passed its version of IDEA reauthorization, S. 1248.  Although the bill does not ensure mandatory full funding, it does include provisions to reduce special education paperwork, increase accountability and improve educational results for children with disabilities, improve transition services, and make mediation more easily available to resolve conflicts and reduce litigation.  Now that the House and Senate have passed their respective versions of reauthorization legislation, the differences in these bills will have to be resolved by a conference committee.  I am hopeful that the final version of the bill will include the positive components of both the House and Senate bill, and I will be monitoring those negotiations closely.
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